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A  NEW^ 

SUBSPECIES  OF  PASSERCULUS  SANDWICHENSIS. 

In  looking  over  the  Savanna  Sparrows  of  Eastern  North 
America  I  find  those  inhabiting  Labrador  to  be  of  as  distinct  a  sub¬ 
species  of  satiawicJieiisis  as  sava?iiia,  alaudhius^  or  bryanti.  I'he 
type  locality  of  the  Eastern  Savannah  Sparrow  is  Savannah, 
Georgia.  But  the  type  having  been  evidently  taken  during  the 
migrations  as  P.  s.  savanna  is  not  known  to  breed  farther  south 
than  Virginia,  would  hardly  restrict  this  name  to  the  southern  bird 
if  Wilson  had  not  also  mentioned  finding  it  as  far  north  as  New 
York'.  The  name  savanna  then  being  restricted  to  the  southern 
form  leaves  the  Labrador  bird  without  a  name  for  which  I  propose 
Passcrciilns  sa?tihvicJicnsis  labradorins. 


Passerculus  sandwichensis  labradorius  subsp.  nov. 

T\pe,  from  Lance  au  Loup,  Labrador,  No.  4479,  adult  male.  Collec¬ 
tion  E.  A.  N  O.  ltanf>s.  Collected  Maj  17,  1899,  by  Ernest  Doane. 

Geo<rr<ip/iicnl  lidtige  :  Labrador. 

Snbsfccific  Character^-.  The  largest  of  the  Passercu/tis  sa iidu’fc//('?ists 
races.  Wings,  tail  and  tarsi  longer  than  in  sar'a/uia.  Bill  shorter  and 
thicker.  Upper  parts  uniform  grayish  black,  with  but  little  trace  of 
rufous.  Distinct  white  median  line  on  crown,  and  with  a  great  deal  of 
bright  yellow  about  the  head.  The  eye  line  and  ring,  forehead,  lores  and 
auriculars  being  strongly  tinged. 

Remarks :  There  is  no  difficulty  in  separating  the  two  races 
savanna  and  labradorius  on  account  of  the  greater  size  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  their  wing  measurements  showing  no  overlapping. 
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A  Np:\v  Passerci'lus. 


Vol.  I. 


Mr.  Bangs,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  two  of  the  specimens, 
tells  me  that  Mr.  Doane  told  him  that  the  species  was  rare  at 
Lance  au  Loup,  a  fact  that  would  seem  to  show  the  probability  of 
this  point  being  near  the  northern  boundary  of  their  range.  In 
connection  with  ranges  it  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  West¬ 
ern  Savannah  Sparrow  (7^.  .y.  alandhius)  migrates  in  winter  to  the 
Southwest  (North  Carolina),  proved  by  specimens  being  taken 
at  Raleigh  (see  Auk,  Vol.  XVI II,  No.  4,  p.  397)  and  a  female  which 
I  find  in  the  Bryant  Collection  in  the  Museum  of  Comparative 
Zoology,  labelled.  Swan  Is.,  Currituck,  N.  C.,  Jan.  26,  1891. 


M  iC  A  S  U  K  E  -M  E  N  'J'  S . 


Passerculus  sandwichensis  labradorius. 


No.  Collection. 

Sex. 

Locality 

Labrador. 

Date. 

Wing. 

Tail. 

Tarsi. 

Bill. 

4479  E.  A.  &  0.  Bangs 

S  ad. 

Lance  au  Loup 

May  17,  iSgg 

2-93 

i.gS 

87 

39-24 

4428 

d  ad. 

k  ( 

IMay  4,  1900 

2.87 

1.9s 

87 

41-25 

Orig. 

348  Bryant 

juv. 

East  Labrador 

Aug  29,— 

2.77 

1.94 

86 

40-22 

Passerculus  sandwichensis  labradorius 

Extreme  measurements  :  W.  2.87-2.93  ;  T.  1.95-  1.98  ;  T.  87-S7  ;  B.  (exposed  culmen)  39-41  ;  23-24 
depth  at  nostril. 

Passerculus  sandwichensis  savanna. 

Extreme  measurements  :  *W.  2.49-2.79  ;  T.  1.75-1.99;  T.  80-86;  B.  (exposed  culmen)  39-44  ;  19-24 
depth  at  nostril. 


*From  fifty  specimens  from  Quebec  to  Pennsylvania. 
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